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September 19, 2005

Honorable John Stahl, Chairman

House Committee on Family & Children Services
S$1186 House Office Building

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, Ml 48909-7514

Dear Representative Stahl:

Camp Fire USA West Michigan Council has been a partner with the Expanded Learning
Opportunities (ELO) Network in Grand Rapids since its inception and | am pleased to
offer support for HB 5110.

Quality after-school programs are critical for children and youth during out-of-school
time. As a partner in the ELO Network, a community collaborative working to ensure
every child has access to quality after-school programs, Camp Fire believes that
programs fuffilling a set of defined quality standards of care are better able to meet the
needs of the children they serve. We believe that HB 5110 will improve the
accountability of after-school programs across the state while enhancing opportunities
for program accessibility and delivery in Michigan.

Founded in 1919, Camp Fire USA West Michigan Council is a 501(c)(3) co-educational
youth development agency that builds caring, confident youth and future leaders in our
community. For the last ten years, Camp Fire USA has brought youth development
opportunities to school-aged youth living in Grand Rapids’ low-income neighborhoods
through after-school and summer programs. In Camp Fire, youth have the opportunity
to spend time in an environment where they can learn new things, build meaningful
relationships with adults, and experience positive role models. Our curriculum helps
children and youth accumulate the developmental assets they need to grow into
successful adults, such as positive values, conflict resolution, social competence, and
leadership skills. Quality standards provide the framework for the work we do!

We appreciate you and your committee members for addressing this bill in such a timely
manner and urge your support for passage. Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely,
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Gayle Orange
Executive Director




